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DETAILED ACTION 

The amendment received on December 13, 2004 has been entered and fully 
considered. 

Response to Amendment 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by McCall 
et al„ U.S. Patent No. 6,738,628. 

McCall teaches the invention as claimed including electronic physical asset 
tracking (see abstract). 

Regarding claims 1,13, and 25, McCall teaches a method, information handling 
system, and computer-usable medium, for handling location information, comprising: 

acquiring location data regarding a user from a plurality of location sources (col. 
4, lines 26-33, McCall discloses multiple beacons transmitting a signal regarding their 
location); 
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creating a collection of said location data regarding said user (col. 5, lines 40-48, 
McCall discloses a list of beacons stored in the asset location database); 

ranking items in said collection according to expected utility (col. 5, lines 40-48, 
McCall discloses a comparison of the list of beacons with a stored list of beacons in the 
database to see if the asset has been moved); and 

updating said location data continuously (col. 5, lines 33-39, McCall discloses the 
asset determining its position at regular intervals). 

Regarding claims 2, 8, 14, 20, 26, and 32, McCall teaches the method, 
information handling system, and computer-usable medium of claims 1, 7, 13, 19, 25, 
and 31 , further comprising; 

filtering data in said collection to remove misleading data (col. 6, lines 3-10, 
McCall discloses that if the system picks up a 'guardband set' of beacons, it considers it 
an insignificant change). 

Regarding claims 3, 9, 15, 21, 27, and 33, McCall teaches the method, 
information handling system, and computer-usable medium of claims 1, 7, 13, 19, 25, 
and 31 , further comprising: 

consolidating data in said collection to determine the most likely location of said 
user (col. 6, lines 48-57, McCall discloses the list of beacons is sent to the server and 
then the server reports the probable location). 



Application/Control Number: 09/773, 1 93 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2157 

Regarding claims 4, 16, and 28, McCall teaches the method, information 
handling system, and computer-usable medium of claims 1,13, and 25, wherein: 

said acquiring further comprises acquiring location data regarding more than one 
user (col. 4, lines 26-33, col. 3, lines 3-1 1 , McCall discloses the tracking of one or more 
objects); 

said creating further comprises creating collections of said location data 
regarding more than one user, organized by user (col. 5, lines 40-48, col. 3, lines 3-11); 
and 

said ranking further comprises ranking items in said collections regarding more 
than one user, according to expected utility (col. 5, lines 40-48, col. 3, lines 3-11). 

Regarding claims 5, 1 1 , 1 7, 23, 29, and 35, McCall teaches the method, 
information handling system, and computer-usable medium of claims 4, 10, 16, 22, 28, 
and 34, further comprising: 

filtering data in said collections to remove misleading data (col. 6, lines 3-10). 

Regarding claim 6, 12, 18, 24, 30, and 36, McCall teaches the method, 
information handling system, and computer-usable medium of claims 4, 10, 16, 22, 28, 
and 34, further comprising: 

consolidating data in said collections to determine the most likely locations of 
said users (col. 6, lines 48-57). 
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Regarding claims 7, 19, and 31 , McCall teaches a method, information handling 
system, and computer-usable medium for handling location information, comprising: 

ranking items in a collection of location data regarding a user, according to 
expected utility (col. 5, lines 40-48); and 

updating said location data continuously (col. 5, lines 33-39). 

Regarding claims 10 t 22, and 34, McCall teaches the method, information 
handling system, and computer-usable medium of claims 7, 19, and 31, wherein: 

said ranking further comprises ranking items in collections of location data 
regarding more than one user, according to expected utility (col. 5, lines 40-48, col. 3, 
lines 3-11). 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-36 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

U.S. Pat. No. 6,684,250 to Anderson et al. 

U.S. Pat. No. 6,091 ,959 to Souissi et al. 

U.S. Pat. No. 5,878,126 to Velamuri et al. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Avi Gold whose telephone number is 571-272-4002. The examiner can normally be 
reached on M-F 8:00-5:30 (1st Friday Off). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Ario 
Etienne can be reached on 571-272-4001 . The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) 
at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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